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embroidered waistcoats, will smoke and giggle and make
bright eyes. If you are in the plains the women will
be there too, but grave and outwardly decorous, unless
they are upbraiding their men-kind. Most of the fancy
things that are on sale at the fairs come from Central
Europe specially made for the Indian fair market. Often
the so-called Indian flash jewelry comes from the same
source.

The conjurer and the three-card-trick man is there as in
the West; the eater of fire, the atash-kkor, and the man with
the monkeys, the snake and the mango trick, and the poor
old bear that gets poked to make him dance. Nautcho Balu!
Dance away bear, dear! that all the children may see, and
the great cobra di capello or Hooded Snake that does want to
sleep, to sleep so terribly, is also poked and made to hiss,
while the mongoose on a string frantically tries to escape
from the snake, and from being made to tackle him.

LOVE-MAKING

Somewhat ribaldly I have ventured to include love-
making among the amusements of the people, as Hyde Park
on a summer afternoon justifies my doing. But you will
remember that Alice when she got to the little hill through
the looking-glass and proceeded to enumerate in the Victorian
manner the principal mountains, said, cwhy there are none'.
So in India love-making as an amusement of the people,
that is to say courting seriously or otherwise coram publico,
does not take place. In Britain it is par excellence the amuse-
ment of the people. You see marriages in India are made
up by families, betrothals are a family business, and in all
but the humblest circles pre-nuptial friendships of young
people do not exist. That is why in the reference to the
cinemas I venture to wonder what impression on the village
mind is made by the kisses of the cinema that are so vigor-
ously picked up by the roots. The experts tell one that even
kissing is an unusual sex practice in Hindustan, but of that
in privacy I *hae ma doots'; if so, what a pity! but in